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Interim Director  
of Planning  
and Business Manager

Simon  
Wood

to another newsletter.

This has been another busy month for officers. 

In Development Management we determined 
9 more applications than this month last 
year and this continues a general trend over 
the last few months. This is down to the hard 
work of officers within the DM section. It is 
also notable that appeal decisions are also 
tending to support the decisions taken by 
officers. This reflects the quality of decision 
making and the quality of the evidence provided 
by planning officers to Inspectors. 

In Local Plans the consultation events have 
been continuing apace and have been gener-
ally well received. I would hope that as many 
of you as possible took the opportunity to 
attend at least one of the events. We are now 
in the process of receiving comments and will 

be looking at and assessing the comments 
received. Thanks to Neil and the team for their 
hard work in organising this and attending the 
various events with sterling support from their 
colleagues in Development Management. 

We are sad to see Hamish Lampp leave and 
would like to place on record our thanks for 
his work during the time he was with us. Gary 
Hancox will also be leaving us at the end of 
February. Again I would like to place on record 
our appreciation for all Gary has done during 
his time with us especially the work around 
the Thetford SUE. 

I would like to congratulate Olivia Luckhurst 
for her excellent achievement in obtaining her 
NVQ3 in Business Administration and hopefully 
this will be the springboard to bigger things 
within the Service. 

I would like to endorse the request made 
within the Enforcement Section of the  
newsletter to make any enforcement requests 
via the online facility. This helps us to monitor 
complaints and ensure that we are able to 
provide information to those who make the 
complaint. 

Finally it is good to see all areas of the service 
included within the compliments section 
which reflects the high level of service officers 
constantly seek to achieve.
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Major Applications of Interest 
received January 2016

Total planning applications registered in January 2016 & January 2015

> 3PL/2015/1487/0

	 	DEREHAM	–	Land	off	Swanton	Road	
Residential development of up to 216 
dwellings, landscaping, open space, parking 
and access from Swanton Road

> 3PL/2015/1490/0

	 	DEREHAM	–	Land	off	Shipdham	Road,	
Westfield	Road	and	Westfield	Lane	
Residential development for a minimum of 
291 dwellings, link roads, open space and 
recreational space

> 3PL/2016/0068/O

	 	SWAFFHAM	–	Land	to	the	west	of	Watton	
Road	
Erection of up to 175 dwellings including 
affordable housing and open space with 
detailed means of access

> 3PL/2015/0882/F

	 	LYNFORD	-	Lynford	Hall	Park,	Lynford	Road	
Proposed Lodges (79 x 1 bed and 26 x 2 bed) 
Withdrawn

> 3PL/2015/1310/O

	 	NORTH	PICKENHAM	–	Brecklands	Green	
Erection of 8 dwellings	
Refusal

> 3PL/2014/1204/F

	 	SCOULTON	–	Land	at	Norwich	Road	
Erect new crematorium, car park, access 
roads, ancillary buildings and gardens of 
remembrance 
Permission

Planning

January	2015 January	2016

Majors 10 5

Minors 55 45

Others 77 46

Discharge of Conditions 22 12

Other types 16

January	2015 January	2016

115 124

January	2015 January	2016

97 84

Total applications determined January 2016 & January 2015

Total Preliminary Enquiries/Informals received January 2016  
& January 2015

Decisions of Significance Issued  
in January 2016
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Screening Opinions Accepted  
in January

>  APP/F2605/W/15/3033476:		
REYMERSTON:	Foxhollow		
(land	adjoining),	Crabapple	Lane

  Appeal by Mr Dean Lacey against 
the refusal of planning permission of 
conversion of adjoining land for erection 
of 2 residential units.

 Reference: 3PL/2015/0109/F

  Decision: The Appeal is dismissed

  Summary: The Inspector concluded 
that the proposals would lead to the 
consolidation of this isolated development 
which would detract significantly 
from the open and undeveloped rural 
character of this location contrary to 
Policy DC16 of the Development Plan.  
Consequently, the harm identified from 
the proposed development is substantial. 
It is judged that the adverse effects 
would significantly and demonstrably 
outweigh the contribution two dwellings 
would make towards addressing 
the undersupply of housing. It is not 
considered that the proposal accords with 

In November 2014, we recruited Olivia 
Luckhurst on the Apprentice scheme to 
gain experience in Business Administration 
whilst at the same time working towards a 
qualification. After spending time in both 
Land Charges and Technical Support, Olivia 
was offered a full time position as Technical 
Support Officer in the Planning Validation 
team in April 2015.  

Since Olivia started, Capita have supported 
her in working towards an NVQ3 in Business 
Administration. We are delighted to let 
you know that Olivia has been successful 
in her final exam and has now gained the 
qualification. Well done Olivia – we wish you 
every success in the future. 

Appeal Decisions (for information)  
Planning Committee  
11 January 2016

Staffing

There	were	no	Screening	Opinions	accepted		
in	January.

> 3PL/2015/0967/F

	 	SNETTERTON	–	Land	to	North-West	of	A11,	
London	Road	
	Erection of factory, warehouse and 
office building for the manufacture and 
distribution of pet food 
Permission 

> 3PL/2014/0820/O

	 	YAXHAM	–	Land	off	Elm	Close	
Residential development  
Permission

the overall provisions of the Framework.  
Furthermore, it would not, for the reasons 
stated, be sustainable development that 
would gain support from the Framework. 
For the above reasons, and having taken 
into account all other matters raised, 
the Inspector concluded that this appeal 
should be dismissed.

Olivia Luckhurst
Success	in	NVQ
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Making an Enforcement Complaint 

Case comparison

To ensure integrity of our investigations and 
to withstand audit, Members are reminded of 
the need to report all complaints via online 
reporting form using the following link:

January traditionally sees a small number of complaints received which allows us to close 
more than we receive. It is anticipated that February will see a significant increase in 
complaints and workloads.

Cases	of	Note:
The Enforcement Notice served against the Lord Nelson Public House, Bradenham, requiring 
the removal of unauthorised extensions, has been appealed in part. The appellant claims that a 
small area of the unauthorised extensions is immune from action, having been erected over 4 
years ago. The Planning Inspectorate has deemed the case will be determined by Public Inquiry.

The owner of the land at Oaklands, Bush Lane, Dereham submitted an appeal against 
Enforcement Notices which required residential buildings and caravans to be removed. The 
appeal submission was judged to be ‘out of time’ and the appeal will not be allowed to proceed.

Enforcement

January	2015 January	2016

Cases received 20 18

Cases closed 39 22

Local Plan Neighbourhood Plans

Planning Policy

The six week period of consultation for the 
Local Plan Preferred Directions Regulation 18 
Document is due to end on 22 February 2016.

To date the events have been well attended 
by the public and the support received from 
Members and the Parish Councils has been 
welcomed. Generally the emerging Local 
Plan continues to be well received, key issues 
raised include:

>  Difference between planning application 
process and Local Plan process alone with 
the advantages of Plan led growth

>  Overall level of growth, in particular 
growth coming forward through 
application process and ahead of the  
plan process

>  Appropriate distribution and sustainable 
development in Breckland

>  Inadequacies of infrastructure provision

>  Affordable Housing provision

In addition a number of parish meetings have 
also been attended by Officers and the Local 
Plan consolation approach has been explained 
and responses encouraged. 

The Neighbourhood Planning event held on 
18 January was well attended. The purpose 
of the event was for Officers to explain the 
strategic priorities of the Local Plan and for 
attendees to consider how the neighbourhood 
plans can in general conform to these and 
also add more local value.

The Council has recently designated 
Rocklands Parish as a Neighbourhood 
Planning Area and is consulting on the 
designation of Saham Toney Parish for a 4 
week period until 11 March 2016. Documents, 
as usual, are held on the Council’s website and 
comments, which are encouraged, should be 
sent to planningpolicyteam	@breckland.gov.uk

http://www.breckland.gov.uk/category/
department/planning-building-control/
planning-enforcement

mailto:planningpolicyteam%20%40breckland.gov.uk?subject=
http://www.breckland.gov.uk/category/department/planning-building-control/planning-enforcement
http://www.breckland.gov.uk/category/department/planning-building-control/planning-enforcement
http://www.breckland.gov.uk/category/department/planning-building-control/planning-enforcement


Breckland	Matters		
February 2016

Building Control
Building Control applications  
accepted January 2015  
& January 2016

Dangerous Structures

Ocella Training

Addresses created or altered

January	
2015

January	
2016

Building  
Notices

32 34

Full Plans 34 32

Partner  
Authority

4 2

Dangerous 
Structures

5 4

Inspecting 
Authority

2 4

Regularisations 2 0

Approved 
Inspectors

11 17

Addresses	created	or	altered	during		
January	2016	

Total	addresses	in	LLPG

Number of address dots 
/positions created or moved

574
Total address dots  
in system

75,261

Number of address details  
created or revised

307
Total address details  
in system

81,219

Number of streets created or 
revised

2
Total number  
of streets in system

3,897

Number of address boundaries 
created or revised

131
Total address  
boundaries in system

65,661

Number of newly created cross-
references to other Breckland 
System (Development Control, 
Building Control, Council Tax, 
Non-Domestic Rates, Electoral 
Register, Environment Health) 

1,621
Total cross references  
in system

247,366

Spatial Information including  
Street Naming and Numbering
This month we are reviewing the SNN 
policy and hope to bring forward some new 
suggestions and variations which will help to 
improve the service for emergency services 
and residents in addition to making the 
process more efficient for Breckland Council.

With regard to the addressing system, 
known as the Local Land and Property 
Gazeteer (LLPG), we have created or altered 
the following numbers of addresses during 
January 2016

We were all pleased when the strong winds 
disappeared as they caused a few Dangerous 
Structures incidents in January - although a 
couple were caused by unfortunate drivers! 
One of the dangerous structures in Thetford 
was reported in the Eastern Daily Press. 
We have received no news on the driver to 
date for this particular accident, but he was 
believed to have suffered a heart attack 
whilst driving and his car careered down 
the embankment into a house. Emergency 
services attended as well as a building control 
surveyor who inspected the building for 
structural damage. As this was a property 
owned by Sanctuary Housing Association it 
was passed to their surveyors to deal with.

In readiness for the changeover to an improved 
digital system, several members of the building 
control team have had another intensive training 
session with Ocella our back office software 
providers. For the time being the system will be 
partially live with some referencing still taking 
place to the old system. All new applications 
for Building Control are scanned as they are 
received and we have a deadline to back scan all 
2015 applications by the end of May. 
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Enforcement

How can I start to thank you for your speedy 
and indeed wonderful investigation and 

result? I will keep my eye on the coming and 
goings of Mr xxxx and let you know if he does 

indeed desist. Thank you again.

Member of the public 

Planning	Policy

Thank you – I am delighted with the large  
font copy of the Local Plan Preferred 

Directions consultation document that  
was produced for her. It’s brilliant and  

much easier to read, very well done.

   Elizabeth	Burrows 
Attleborough resident

We aim to provide excellent customer service 
and are always pleased to receive feedback 
from those satisfied with the service we 
provide. Some comments received recently 
are below.

Planning

Just to say thank you very much for all your 
work on this application and your excellent 

communication throughout. It is much 
appreciated.

Fiona	Oag	
Applicant 3PL/2015/1348/F

Many thanks for your help and for approving 
the application to remove the condition 4.

Mr	Paul	Clay	
Applicants

Following written representations 
made by LLCI, Land Data and the CIPFA 
VAT Committee to HMRC and Central 
Government, HMRC deferred the 1st February 
implementation date and asked to meet 
industry representatives including LLCI. The 
meeting took place during the 1st week of 
February and was attended by all interested 
parties.  LLCI explained the technical and 
practical difficulties all parties faced in 
introducing VAT within a short time scale and 
asked  for a deferment until the 4th July 2016.

HMRC have confirmed to LLCI that they have 
agreed to defer the implementation of VAT 
until the 4th July to coincide with the launch 
of the new CON29 form – in line with LLCI’s 
request. 

Land Charges

January	2015 January	2016

Total Full Searches Received 112 115

Personal Searches Received 96 136

Average turnaround 3 days 4 days

Searches Received

Other Matters
ComplimentsTherefore, subject to the outcome of separate 

legal representations which have been made 
to HMRC (which are still under consideration) 
on the actual application of VAT on the 
CON29, HMRC will require VAT to be charged 
on CON29 searches from 4th July.

Capita have informed Breckland Council 
Finance Officer of the revised date and Capita 
will actively work towards being prepared for 
the changes. Ocella, the software supplier, 
have also been informed and will make the 
necessary alterations to our system.



Breckland	Matters		
February 2016

Learning and Development
Capita actively promotes, and invests in, the learning and development of its staff to ensure 
professional development is kept up to date and relevant. Apart from ongoing internal training 
the table below details staff training during January.

Training Provider Course	Title Location
No.	of	
staff

Anglia Ruskin  
University

Building Surveying 
(BSc)

Chelmsford 2

Anglia Ruskin  
University

Viability training and 
CIL update 

Broadland 
Council

2

Anglia Ruskin  
University

Planning appeals and 
defending decisions

Broadland 
Council

1

Complaints
We received 2 complaints in January regarding 
communications relating to Planning 
applications which will be reviewed through 
the normal channels. All documentation 
relating to compliments and complaints is 
available to view should further information 
be required.

Building	Control

Thank you for sending my completion certificate 
across for Hillcrest! It was a pleasure working with 
you on this project, your help support and advice 

was a great benefit to myself and the project. 
I look forward to working with you again in the 

further.

William	Cheetham,	
Developer/Builder, Mid-Norfolk Construction

Spatial	Information	/	Street	Naming		
and	Numbering

Thanks  to Spatial Information team for the 
organisation of 2 x street signs on Old Litcham 

Road. The caller was very grateful.

Mrs	Kim	Proudfoot, 
Member of the public

Land	Charges

Many thanks for the information 
– it’s a great help to me. 

Gordon	Dickerson,  
House Owner
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